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Reasons to Give 
from Your IRA

Joyful Giving

Benevolent Care

YOU provided peace of 
mind for resident Mary 
Beth Nysson who felt 
“blessed to be a blessing.”

Legacy Society member Sally Sauer chose 
to remember Beacon Hill in a Legacy gift, 
making a tremendous difference in the 
future of our ministry.
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Cultivating Care and Community

Dear Friends,
What does it mean to “lift someone’s 
spirit?” I know that colorful foliage, 
fragrant flowers, blue sky and fiery 
sunsets lift my spirits. But when we are 
discouraged or afraid, this might not be 
enough to keep us going.

Your consistent care for the Beacon Hill 
community lifts the spirits of residents 
and staff every day. The Beacon Hill 
Foundation’s mission is to support the 
needs of our community wherever it is 
possible. Donors like you are the reason 
that residents thrive, and staff members 
excel. How have you done this?

Six employee scholarships have been 
awarded so far this year. The surrounding 
community enjoyed “Concerts on the 
Green” again, bringing families and 
friends together to celebrate life through 
music outside. Residents in crisis have 
received uninterrupted best of care. 
THANK YOU for making this all possible.

The Foundation can make future plans 
thanks to Legacy Society members, 
consistent givers, and BH Loyal members, 
who keep the engine going. Service 
team members enhance their care giving 
through the payroll deduction program.  

All donors lift the spirits of the Beacon  
Hill family each day.

Together we can continue to enhance 
Beacon Hill living and promote the healthy 
engaged spirits of all who are part of this 
family. Lifting each other’s spirits feels 
good, doesn’t it?

Gratefully yours,

Andi Allen 
Foundation Director

“ In all things I have shown you that 
by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’” 
 
From the Apostle Paul in Acts 20:35
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IRA Gifts

Reasons to Give 
from Your IRA

4
Smart and Convenient Giving  
for Supporters Over 70½

Here’s an insider tip…

More and more supporters, ages 70½ and 
older, give to the Beacon Hill Foundation 
directly from their individual retirement 
accounts. For those who qualify, IRA gifts 
offer a convenient, cost-effective and 
powerful way to ensure that Beacon Hill 
at Eastgate continues to meet the spiritual 
needs of its residents, has adequate 
resources for development of its campus 
and facilities, and remains an integral part 
of the Eastgate neighborhood. 

You can give up to $100,000 per year as  
a single person or $200,000 per year as  
a married couple from separate  
IRA accounts.

What makes a qualified charitable 
distribution from an IRA so appealing?

1. If you don’t need the income, your IRA 
administrator can write a check directly 
from your account to the Beacon Hill 
Foundation. It’s a simple way to meet 
all or part of your required minimum 
distributions and give in a meaningful, 
beneficial way. 

Is giving from your IRA the 
right solution for you? 
To learn more about this and other 
convenient and cost-effective 
ways to support the Foundation, 
Contact Andi Allen at andi.allen@
beaconhillgr.org or call 616-608-8285.

2. Charitable distributions reduce your 
taxable income. This is advantageous 
even if you don’t itemize deductions on 
your tax return.

3. Gifts from your IRA can be used to 
fulfill any charitable giving pledges you 
have made.

4. Any IRA distributions you make to 
charity will not be taxed. The entirety of 
your gift will go toward the Beacon Hill 
Foundation! 
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The opportunity to ensure that every 
resident has peace of mind, knowing 
that they will be well cared for no matter 
the situation, is what makes our work 
at Beacon Hill so gratifying. Those who 
support our mission of “Cultivating Care 
and Community” are instrumental in 
making this happen and know that they 
are part of someone’s story — like former 
resident Mary Beth Nysson, one of our 
Benevolent Care Fund recipients. Mary 
Beth grew up in the area, attended Ottawa 
Hills High School and, with her husband 
Bob, raised her family in the Eastgate 
neighborhood.

Mary Beth was known as a long-time 
believer in Jesus, as someone who went 
out of her way to care for others, and for 
her love of senior jokes. Mary Beth lived 
in our assisted living apartments for 21 
years, passing away at the age of 99 after 
a short illness last year.  

If you knew Mary Beth, you know that she 
was very particular about her hair and she 
was completely put together, including 
her jewelry, every morning by the time she 

Benevolent Care Fund

was at her favorite meal — breakfast. This 
meant that she started getting ready two 
hours before she headed to the dining 
room. In addition, she usually helped 
wheelchair or walker-bound neighbors 
make it to meals on time.

Mary Beth’s bright smile and presence 
made everyone comfortable. Despite her 
tendency to be a neatnik, she focused 
on being content today while caring for 
others. Her greeting card ministry was 
well known, and her family worked to keep 
up with acquiring the cards and supplies 
for her. She felt blessed to be a blessing.

With the excited anticipation of a child, 
Mary Beth looked forward to visits with 
her daughter Sherrie and son-in-law Jerry, 
whether it was at their home up north 
or her home at Beacon Hill. The family 
atmosphere of her home was important, 
and she was always available to family and 
friends as a trusted confidant with wise 
advice. At the same time, she regaled her 
Beacon Hill family dining table with jokes, 
such as this prayer for senior health:

Blessed to be  
  a Blessing
by Andi Allen
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Scholarship Fund

BEACONHILLGR.ORG/FOUNDATION

Mary Beth and her family have been 
grateful for the Benevolent Care Fund 
which ensured her physical, social and 
spiritual needs remained supported 
throughout her senior years. 

Your gifts to the Beacon 
Hill Foundation make 
peace of mind possible for 
residents like Mary Beth. 
You have the opportunity 
to be part of these resident 
family stories and be 
“blessed to be a blessing.”

“ God grant me the senility to 
forget the people I never liked 
anyway, the good fortune to 
run into the ones I do, and the 
eyesight to tell the difference.”

Many of our employees seek to improve 
their knowledge and expertise. They are 
ambitious, energetic, and optimistic.  
Unfortunately, the cost of these pursuits 
can be limiting. By supporting our 
employees through continuing education, 
you benefit the entire community.

Ashley Hodges, LPN, caring for residents 
in our skilled nursing facility, is receiving 
a grant from the Lillian Fuller Endowed 
Employee Scholarship Fund, which was 
established by resident, Dr. Raymond 
Fuller, in memory of his late wife.  
Ashley told us... 

Supporting Pursuit  
of Excellence

“ I love taking care of 
people! I am so happy 
to be receiving this 
grant because it 
benefits myself, my 
future and my children’s 
future. It helps to take the burden  
off financially.”
Ashley is investing in a Registered Nursing 
program with plans to continue to take 
the steps to be a Nurse Practitioner.  

You can join other donors in supporting 
our employee grants for continuing 
education in all disciplines. This year, 
we are proud to announce the names of 
individuals our donors have encouraged 
in their educational pursuits: Darrell 
Davis, Ashley Hodges,* Rachel Herweyer, 
Samantha Impens, Nicole Mena Pichardo, 
and Berenice Arteaga-Rodriguez.*

*Lillian Fuller Endowed Scholarship

Benevolent Care Fund
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Legacy Society

When I sit down with resident Legacy 
Society member Sally Sauer, I can’t 
help but smile! Sally exudes JOY. Many 
residents and staff know Sally and her 
sidekick Sammy as they happily greet us  
in the hallway, rain or shine.

You have probably heard about a COVID 
symptom or side affect where a person 
loses the sense of taste and smell. I can’t 
imagine missing out on a gooey piece of 
pizza or a chewy brownie, but Sally doesn’t 
have these senses because of an ice-
skating accident. Sally was an ice-skating 
instructor at one time and hit her head in 
a fall that resulted in the permanent loss 
of taste and smell.

Sally grew up in this neighborhood and 
is thrilled to once again call this home 
because of the warmth of the community 
and sense of belonging. She remembers 
working in the neighborhood “Victory 
Garden” with her mother and sisters 
during World War II. The garden was 
located where Beacon Hill is now standing.

After graduating from Miami of Ohio, Sally 
enjoyed several professional positions 
including owner of a window center, 

marketing for Davenport University, and 
then 20 years as registrar for Kendall 
College. Always interested in sports, in 
addition to skating, Sally played softball, 
tennis and golf…proudly sharing that she 
had TWO holes in one! 

Despite a busy work life, Sally found 
time to volunteer and serve in various 
organizations that fulfilled her desire 
to be able to ‘take care of others.’ Mary 
Free Bed was lucky enough to have Sally 
volunteer for many years and serve on 
their Board of Directors. You get the sense 
that Sally has always been someone who 
is thinking forward on how to use her gifts 
to help others.

Planning Ahead: 

Sally Sauer, Legacy Society Member

Joyful  Giving
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Sally is a member of the Beacon Hill 
Legacy Society, having included the 
Beacon Hill Foundation in her estate plan.  
When I asked her why our ministry was so 
important to her, she joyfully replied, 

Joyful  Giving NEW music series to 
be announced soon!

Coming 
UP!

Dementia 
Support

Education and support 
for residents and 
families with loved 
ones with dementia.

Estate Planning 
Seminars

Learn how to include 
the Foundation in your 
estate planning.

Coming soon! 

Webinar
Gifts that Reduce Taxes 
Nov 9 at 12:00 PM 

Register and join at  
barnabasfoundation.
com/interactive

Becoming a member of the Legacy Society is a powerful  
statement about your values and your legacy of generosity.  
You continue to impact our families for the next generation and beyond.

What an uplifting conversation. 
Thank you, Sally, for allowing us to 
plan ahead for how we will “Cultivate 
Care and Community” for all 
residents and their families.

“ I LOVE this place. I love the residents, 
students and staff.”
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Contact us

Beacon Hill Foundation
1919 Boston Street, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

616-608-8285
bhfoundation@beaconhillgr.org

Tax ID 30-0856751

Micki Benz  
Chairperson

Cheryl Blair 
Trustee

Carl Dufendach 
Trustee

Jeffrey Huegli 
President

Skip Knapp III 
Treasurer

Beacon Hill Foundation Board
Jim Rauwerda 
Trustee

Christine Visner 
Trustee

Susie Wisler 
Trustee

Beacon Hill 
Foundation Staff

Andi Allen 
Foundation Director

MISSION
Ensuring that Beacon Hill at Eastgate 
continues to meet the physical, social 
and spiritual needs of its residents, has 
adequate resources for development of 
its campus and facilities, and remains an 
integral part of the Eastgate neighborhood. 


