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Cultivating Care and Community

Dear Friends,

You probably have a 
definite plan around 
personal charitable 
giving, just like me.

Of course, I always 
support the Beacon 
Hill Foundation…both 

through payroll deduction and an “end of 
year” gift. I love to call my financial advisor 
and tell him to grant my charitable wishes. 
And I get VERY excited when I receive a 
call about a donor stock gift that has been 
made to the Beacon Hill Foundation! 

It is very important to all of us at 
Beacon Hill for donors to know just how 
much we value and appreciate them. 
That means YOU!

Whether you give $25, $100, $1,000 or 
more, each and every gift is appreciated, 
especially by the families who benefit from 
your generosity.

Last year, I was working from home and 
feeling disconnected from co-workers, 
donors, and the community. So, I decided 
to make some phone calls to donors I 
hadn’t spoken to in a long time. It was very 
uplifting for me!

One woman had given modestly every 
year for over 30 years. We had a lot to talk 

about. I learned about her life, her family 
and why supporting Beacon Hill in her 
charitable giving plan was so important 
to her. I told her about me, why I love my 
job, how much I appreciate her loyalty, 
and the huge difference she has made in 
people’s lives over the course of all those 
years. She agreed that giving improves 
lives—including your own.

Your “end of year” gifts to the Beacon 
Hill Foundation surpassed $130,000! We 
are overwhelmed and grateful. THANK 
YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU from our 
whole team.

In this issue of “Connections” you will 
read about the impact you have made 
through the Employee Scholarship Fund 
and about some of your friends who 
took another step in supporting our 
ministry through legacy gifts. You will be 
interested in how in life they have chosen 
to be remembered.

Let’s keep talking! I appreciate your 
ideas and want to know more about you.

Cultivating Care and Community,

Andi Allen 
Foundation Director
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Legacy Giving

It’s one of the most common sentiments 
we hear from supporters who are 
passionate about providing our seniors a 
nurturing place to live. 

That’s why many of our closest friends 
give what’s called a “legacy gift” in 
support of the Beacon Hill Foundation’s 
mission. It allows them to contribute 
a substantial gift that would never be 
possible otherwise. 

The Gift of a

   Lifetime

There are a number of ways you can 
give a transformational legacy gift:

•   Include a gift to the Beacon Hill 
Foundation in your will or trust.

•   Name the Beacon Hill Foundation as a 
charitable beneficiary of your retirement 
assets or life insurance policy.

•   Make a gift that pays you income for  
life. When you no longer need the 
income, the balance of your gift will  
go toward ministry.

A legacy gift fulfills your ultimate wish to 
“do more” for this ministry that has meant 
so much to you. You increase your giving 
capacity, and you help ensure the Beacon 
Hill Foundation continues to carry out this 
mission, well beyond your lifetime.

“I wish I could do more!”

Ready to learn more?  

Call Andi Allen at 616-608-8285 or 
email andi.allen@beaconhillgr.org

LEGACY GIVING TO THE BEACON HILL   FOUNDATION
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Planting and cultivating an exquisite 
garden takes vision, patience, and 
precision. With a careful hand, a 
thoughtful plan, and a love for beautiful 
things, Eileen Dechow quietly made the 
world around her a more beautiful place. 
A gentle, sweet, shy, kind woman, Eileen 
delighted in the details of the world that 
many others too often overlook.

Her experiences at Beacon Hill and 
the friendships she built made a 
profound impact on Eileen; one 
that she wanted to share with 
future generations through a 
gift in her will to the Beacon Hill 
Foundation.
Eileen was a nurse for most of her career, 
and then furthered her education to 
become a medical librarian. From there it 
wasn’t long until she became the Director 
of the Medical Library at Spectrum Health. 
A volunteer at Meijer Gardens, a master 
gardener, and a lover of flowers, Eileen’s 
passion laid in gardening. 

As a resident of Beacon Hill for many 
years, Eileen lived an unassuming life, 
surrounding herself with the small, 
beautiful things in life but also happily 
shared pictures and stories of her 
extended family with warmth and pride. 
Eileen loved all that being part of a 

Legacy Society

community added to her life. Whether 
it was taking a bus to the symphony or 
the farmer’s markets, or participating in 
political discussions with friends, she liked 
doing things with people.

After her passing in 2020 the Foundation 
was blessed in 2021 with a gift from 
Eileen’s will, supporting the endeavors at 
Beacon Hill that mattered to her most.

When the community garden was initially 
built at Beacon Hill, Eileen had one of the 
first plots where she grew vegetables 
and her favorite flowers: Asiatic lilies and 
dahlias. Eileen’s legacy gift will be loved 
by all the gardeners at Beacon Hill: a 
hoop house, which will allow gardening 
further into the cold season. In addition, 
a Culinary Scholarship will be established. 
Her gift benefits future generations many 
times over as they learn the joy of cooking 
a dish with the vegetables grown right in 
the Beacon Hill community garden. 

Eileen’s faith was nourished as a member 
of Trinity Lutheran Church. After she was 
unable to participate at church, a friend 
from church came regularly to talk and 
read the Bible with her. Eileen found great 
comfort in the words of the Lord and 
visits from our chaplains. A portion of her 
gift will be used to endow the Chaplaincy 
Fund at Beacon Hill, expanding spiritual 
care opportunities and needs across our 
Beacon Hill community.

Grace 
Patience
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Legacy Society

Eileen left a legacy that will 
forever be remembered. Her 
vision will ensure that residents 
of the Beacon Hill community 
remember to notice the small 
details and appreciate this 
beautiful world. Eileen’s estate 
gift will allow her love of our 
community to continue.

Like Eileen, you can leave a legacy,  
a gift that will last forever.
BEACONHILLGR.ORG/FOUNDATION
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Legacy Giving

Congratulations! If you have a completed, 
legal will, you already understand the 
peace of mind that comes from having a 
plan in place. 

Before you check “will planning” off your 
to-do list, make sure you aren’t settling 
for one of these not-so-helpful documents.

1    The Will That Missed the Mark. Your 
will provides an incredible opportunity 
to determine the next stewards of your 
God-given resources. Through it, you 
not only care for the needs of your 
loved ones, but you can also give to 
the Beacon Hill Foundation and your 
favorite ministries in a significant way.  
Does your will reflect your values? Does 
it further your priorities and passions? 
Take time to ensure your will mirrors 
what matters most to you.

Where There’s 

 a Will

2    The Will That’s Out of Date. Life 
changes, and your will should, too.  If 
your goals and circumstances have 
evolved, or if it’s been more than three 
years since you last looked at it, it’s 
probably time to dust off your will, and 
give it a thorough review. 

3    The Will That’s Lost. If there’s one 
thing that can render your will useless, 
it’s if no one knows where to find it. 
Make sure you communicate about 
your plan to your family and personal 
representatives. Don’t forget to tell 
them practical details like where 
documents are stored and any lock 
combinations or keys they’ll need to 
access them.

Where there’s a will, there’s peace of mind 
— but only if everyone knows where it is.

( NO REALLY…WHERE IS YOUR WILL? ) 

Need help making sure your will reflects your goals and passions?  
Through Beacon Hill Foundation’s partnership with Barnabas Foundation, you have 
complimentary access to trusted planning support. To learn more, call  
Andi Allen at 616-608-8285 or email andi.allen@beaconhillgr.org
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Legacy Giving

That’s how Dr. Charles and 
Philippa Webb live their life, and 
how they encourage their children 
to live their lives. 

Investing in People

From the start of their careers, Charles and 
Philippa have put great emphasis on giving 
back to their community through service. 
Philippa worked for years as an educator, 
and Dr. Webb served as Vice President 
for University Development at Michigan 
State University where he was responsible 
for fundraising programs and generating 
private sector support for the university 
for over 30 years. He then worked as 
President of Spring Arbor University, until 
his retirement in 2013. Over this time 
shaping future generations, they earnestly 
wanted to understand and to listen, even 
having pizza parties with 12+ pizzas and 
large groups of students in their home. 

Living Forward 

When the Webbs reached retirement age, 
they knew it was time to find a community 
that allowed them to age in place and 
have a plan. Friends of theirs advised 
them to, “look into a community while 
you’re young, so you can enjoy it together, 
and make friends together.” 

From the moment they stepped into the 
community in 2016, they knew Beacon Hill 

was the place for them. “We appreciate 
that Beacon Hill is an inviting and 
nonexclusive type of community that will 
bring people in from all walks of life. The 
people that we meet here and that we’ve 
become friends with here have enriched 
our lives immensely.”

In their time at Beacon Hill, Charles and 
Philippa have grown to be a community 
fixture around campus. The Webbs 
brought music lovers together at Beacon 
Hill through Michigan State University’s 
Music on the Road Series. They’re well 
loved by residents and team members 
alike, and invest as much into Beacon Hill 
as they get out of it. 

You will not be surprised to learn that  
Chuck and Philippa will continue their 
legacy through a generous donation to 
the Beacon Hill Foundation. The Beacon 
Hill formal garden will now be named the 
Dr. Charles and Philippa Webb Formal 
Garden. Their gift will be honored with a 
stone sign featuring, “I am the vine; you 
are the branches. If you remain in me and 
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5  

Do it with excellence, do it with passion,  
and leave this world better.

Through tribute gifts like these, you too 
can help Beacon Hill provide assurance 
to our residents and their families 
that we will maintain our focus on 
“Cultivating Care and Community.”
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Employee Scholarship Fund

Congratulations to all the recipients of 
our 2021 Employee Scholarships. The 
Employee Scholarship Fund was designed 
to help support employee education 
and training, and through this fund, you 
are able to help us grant funds to use 
toward tuition costs for these individuals. 
Thank you to our wonderful donors for 
making this possible. By supporting 
our employees through continuing 
education opportunities, you in turn 
support the entire community. 

These exemplary individuals embody all 
the traits we hire for at Beacon Hill: they 
are kind, empathetic, intelligent, and 
caring. Each nominee wrote about how 
they want to give back to their community, 
look out for our residents, and love 
making a difference in someone’s life.

Berenice Arteaga-Rodriguez, 
attending Grand Rapids 
Community College pursuing a 
certification in Practical Nursing.

Rachel Herweyer attending 
Calvin University pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree in Nursing.

Samantha Impens attending 
Grand Rapids Community 
College pursuing an associate 
degree in Health Exercise 
Science.

Employees were selected based on 
their outstanding performance 
and dedication to their work here 
at Beacon Hill. 

Berenice is a Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA), holds certifications in CPR, 
Bloodborne pathogens, AED, and is a 
First Aid Responder. She is on the Grand 
Rapids Community College Dean’s List, 
a member of the National Academy of 
Future Physicians, and National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars. Berenice chose 
nursing as her field of study to help people 
when they need it most, and to help make 
a difference. Working closely with Beacon 
Hill residents is very rewarding, and one 
of her most memorable experiences was 
when one of the residents and their family 
said, “People like you is what makes it 
worth being here.” We greatly admire 
her determination and commitment to 
growth, all while managing school, work, 
and a family including two young children! 

Rachel is a Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA), pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in Nursing. Her interest in this field all 
started when she heard work stories and 
experiences from her sister-in-law, who is 
also a nurse. She felt called to it, especially 
working with people, and building 
relationships with them. “It is such an 
honor and privilege to walk alongside 
people through their hardest days as well 
as to watch them increase in strength and 

EMPLOYEE   Scholarship  RECIPIENTS
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improve in health.” Her manager, Pam 
Deacon, says, “Rachel is an exceptional 
employee who learns one new nursing-
related item or seeks to learn one new 
nursing-related educational piece daily. 
Her ability to remain flexible, calm, and 
patient-centered, regardless of the outside 
stressors that occur during a pandemic 
have been essential. When Rachel is on 
the schedule the residents look forward to 
seeing her because her positive attitude 
positively affects how the residents 
interact with each other.”

Samantha is a server at Beacon Hill 
while also attending Grand Rapids 
Community College earning an associate 
degree in Nursing, with a specialty in 
Health Exercise Science. Her colleagues 
in dining appreciate her ability to be 
flexible, working five days a week as well 
as picking up additional shifts. She’s a 
very hard worker, and it shows each day 
in her dedication to working at Beacon 
Hill. Samantha works hard to pay for her 
education, and her caring and helpful 
nature means that residents take to her 
immediately; they adore her positive, 
bright attitude. 

Learning about 
advances in care is 
critical to providing 
the best services we 
can to our residents. 
We have all benefited 
from the opportunities 
I was given by Beacon 
Hill to complete some 
infection prevention 
courses and assessment 
certifications.” 
 
Pam Deacon, RN, Clinical Care 
Coordinator, Infection Preventionist 

The Beacon Hill Foundation 
plans to grant scholarships 
to employee applicants twice 
per year for continuing 
education.
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Coming Up

Patsy
Cline

There’s no better opportunity than our Annual 
Golf Classic to enjoy eighteen holes of golf, fun 
with friends, and the opportunity to support a 
great cause — helping seniors in our community 
discover their best life. 

Hosted at the Thousand Oaks Golf Club in 
Grand Rapids on Monday, June 20. You’ll love 
the beauty and challenge of this course.

Assemble your team and register today at BEACONHILLGR.ORG/GOLF

TRIBUTE CONCERT

MAY 14
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Ensuring that Beacon Hill at Eastgate continues to 
meet the physical, social and spiritual needs of its 
residents, has adequate resources for development 
of its campus and facilities, and remains an 
integral part of the Eastgate neighborhood.  M
IS
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Mr. Edgar Ault 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
Mr. Charles Bond 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Ms. Nancy Booth 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Karolyn Holmes
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
 Terryberry
Mrs. Margaret Bradford 
 Mr. & Mrs. David Bradford
Mrs. Yole Campbell 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Mrs. Carolyn Cappo 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Marion Kuntzman 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mr. David Cook 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Alice DeHaan 
 Dr. & Mrs. Etcyl Blair 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
Mrs. Marge DeYoung
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
 Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson 
Mrs. JoAnn Donnelly 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Fergemann
 Mr. Daniel Thill
Ms. Sandra Dorward 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Virginia Dykema 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Mrs. Lois Venema
Mrs. Christina Ekdom 
 Mr. Donald Ekdom
Mrs. Lillian Fuller
 Anonymous
 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kuhl
Mr. John Grabowski 

In Memoriam

 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
Mrs. Kathie Groggel 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Mr. John Hanson 
 Anonymous
Mrs. Geraldine Hogan 
 Dr. & Mrs. Etcyl Blair 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mr. Ward Johnson 
 Red Bank High School
Mrs. Jane Knack 
 Mr. Jim Knack
Mr. Roger Kok 
 Mr. William Mapel
Mrs. Barbara Kuhn 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Cathyrne Winberg
Mr. William Lanning 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Mrs. Florence Silverstein 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Ms. Karen Leo 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
Mr. Tudor Marks 
 Mr. John Allen 
 Ms. Mary Marks
Mrs. Yvonne Marks 
 Mr. Daniel Allen
Mr. John Morrow 
 Mr. & Mrs. James Vaughan
Mr. Leo Nauer 
 Mr. Ronald Gardhouse
Mrs. Tommye Anne Nolan
 Ms. Dorothy Miller
Mrs. Mary Beth Nysson 
 Ms. Laurie Dubin 
 Mr. & Mrs. Martin Peterson 
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Snow 
 Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Van Kuiken 
 Mr. & Mrs. Warren Waalkes 
 Mrs. Howard Wells 
 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wilkins 
 Dr. & Mrs. William Wilson
Mr. John O’Bryant 

 Dr. & Mrs. Etcyl Blair 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mr. Tom Pasek 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn
Dr. William Passinault 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Mrs. Roberta Porter 
 Ms. Laurie Dubin
Mrs. Jean Posthuma 
 Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Berman 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Ms. Marion Kuntzman 
 Ms. Donna Lareau 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Pydyndowski 
 Mr. & Mrs. Kim Allen
Mr. Lee Rigiero 
 Mr. & Mrs. William Jansen
Mr. L. David Stader 
 Mr. Donald Ekdom 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens 
 Mrs. Pat Sommerdyke 
 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wetherbee
Mr. Henry O. Taylor 
 Ms. Karen Jones
Mrs. Ellen Truesdale 
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Osterwald
Mr. Wayne Winslow 
 Mr. & Mrs. Jay Craigwall 
 Mr. Donald Ekdom 
 Mrs. Carol Hagadorn 
 Mr. & Mrs. Ron Renfer 
 Mrs. Ruth Stephens 
 Ms. Barbara Uhl 
 Ms. Beverly Verdier 
 Ms. Cathryne Winberg 
 

In honor of:
Ms. Mary Grant 
 Mr. Michael Grant
Mrs. Lou Morrow 
 Mr. and Mrs. James Vaughan
Mrs. Donna Patten 
 Mr. and Mrs. Barry Burton
Rev. Karl Pike 
 Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Pike 
 Ms. Ellen Reed

Feb. 2021 – Feb. 2022
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Contact us

Beacon Hill Foundation
1919 Boston Street, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

616-608-8285
bhfoundation@beaconhillgr.org

Tax ID 30-0856751

Micki Benz  
Chairperson

Cheryl Blair 
Trustee

Carl Dufendach 
Trustee

Jeffrey Huegli 
President

Skip Knapp III 
Treasurer

Beacon Hill Foundation Board

Jim Rauwerda 
Trustee

Christine Visner 
Trustee

Susie Wisler 
Trustee

Beacon Hill 
Foundation Staff

Andi Allen 
Foundation Director


