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Nursing: the Heartbeat
of Beacon Hill
The Care Team led by Amanda Daggett,
provides critical guidance across the
campus as has been evident with the
current world health crisis.

Caring for
Community

The Hat Trick of
Giving Stock

Programming and
social connections
during the pandemic.

3 Ways You Score by
Giving Appreciated Stock
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Beacon Hill

Foundation community

Dear Friends of the
Beacon Hill Foundation,
While you and I have continued to
navigate day to day limitations caused by
the worldwide pandemic, what prevailed
is an attitude of caring for community.
Each of us respond to our own life
changing situations differently but the overwhelming response
to our calls to assist our community is inspiring.
Our community raised over $18,000 in its Caring During
Covid campaign. Personal Protection Equipment requests
resulted in the donation of MANY masks and medical gowns.
You volunteered to call residents, be a pen pal, thank our
care teams, and read to one another through the “Lifting our
Spirits” program on the website. The Beacon Hill family is a
very special community and we thank you for being part of
the circle.
In this issue of “Connections” we want to introduce you to
some special workers on our frontline. Our care and service
teams have addressed our restricted environments in creative
ways which often means pursuing new approaches to a
persistent problem.
Continuing education opportunities benefit the entire
community and we have been able to continue to provide
programs to residents through technology. Now we are
pleased to announce that an Employee Scholarship Fund
has been established through a generous legacy gift from
the Estate of Vernon J. and Johanna Ehlers. This will give
employees the opportunity to pursue continuing education.
Your connection to this community has made it possible to
ensure peace of mind to all our families through benevolent
care in times of financial hardship, employee care in time of
crisis, and continuous spiritual care. We may still be facing day
to day limitations, but your ongoing support has made all the
difference in this caring community.
Many thanks,

Beacon Hill
Foundation Board
Micki Benz
Chairperson
Cheryl Blair
Trustee
Carl Dufendach
Trustee
Jeffrey Huegli
President
Skip Knapp III
Treasurer
Jim Rauwerda
Trustee

Beacon Hill
Foundation Staff
Andi Allen
Foundation Director

Contact us
Beacon Hill Foundation
1919 Boston Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

616-608-8285
bhfoundation@
beaconhillgr.org

Andi Allen
Foundation Director
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Caring for Community Amid
a Worldwide Pandemic
I think its an
awesome thing
[employee meals]
especially at a time
like this...it lets
us know that we
all should stick
together and
there is someone
on our team.”

When COVID-19 entered our lives in mid-March,
it threw us all into a world where we had never
been. We had no preparation on how to stay
safe and protected, no understanding of what
we were in for or for how long, and no idea of
the personal toll it would take. Some of us have
seen friends and family stricken with the virus,
perhaps even losing them, and all of us have
altered our lives in ways that we would have
thought, before the virus, as unimaginable.
Yet, here we are.

Chefs Nick
and Nick

BRANDY, Beacon Hill
Team Member

restaurants to create meals for all our
staffers during their shift, as well as takehome meals every day.

Ruth Aranoff
Beacon Hill has tirelessly fought to protect
its community and has, by God’s providence,
maintained a safe home for its residents. None
of this would be possible without the wonderful
team of caregivers. Not only do they care for our
residents, but many of these staff members have
a family at home that needs additional support,
so they are working twice as hard for the family at
Beacon Hill, and their family at home. There are
countless challenges along the way, not just for
themselves, but their families.
Many staff members had trouble managing to
find childcare when schools were closed, so we
established a relationship with a local resource
to provide subsidized childcare. When our staff
is pushed to the emotional limit and need a
friendly ear, our Chaplains are available for
additional hours. To help alleviate some of the
stress of grocery shopping and meal prep, Beacon
Hill employed two displaced chefs from local

Your generosity during our Caring During Covid
campaign enabled immediate care for the
whole Beacon Hill family. We received donations
of PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) as well as
financial gifts that allowed us to address needs for
our staff and activities for our residents in a time
of quarantine.

 We want to recognize you, our
generous donors, as well as our
partnership with BBVA bank for the
generous $18,000 we were able to
directly apply to community care
during this worldwide pandemic.
In our current COVID-19 world, a lot is expected
of those who care for an at-risk, vulnerable
population such as those who live at Beacon Hill at
Eastgate. Thanks to you, donations to Caring During
Covid were put to work for those on our frontlines.
BEACONHILLGR.ORG
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Resident life

A Forever Home for Jerry
Jerry Miller, Benevolent Care recipient
In the 1950s, there
were very few services
available for those who
were blind or visually
impaired. Most people
accepted their vision
loss as something they
were born with or simply
part of the aging process.
But that changed when Welcome Homes for the
Blind (WHFTB) opened its doors in 1952 to provide
numerous support services for the blind and
visually impaired.
When the impending closure of WHFTB residential
facilities was announced in 2004, they worked with
the rest of the community to find homes to care
for their residents. They worked diligently to find
the right fit for both the resident and the home.
As it turns out, Beacon Hill at Eastgate was the
right fit for 10 residents from WHFTB. Once the
match was made, they all moved in just one week.
The community response was resounding, and
everyone jumped in to prepare the space for the
new residents. With education and guidance from
the Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired
(ABVI), such as the best way to place food on a
plate, proper call cords, and other amenities suited
for the blind, Beacon Hill was transformed.
Over time, many of these residents have passed
on, or moved elsewhere. At 78 years old, Jerry
Miller is one of the original 10 residents from
WHFTB. He has lived with us since October of
2005 after living at WHFTB for 11 years. In fact,
Jerry has not been the only Miller to live with
us. At one time there were three Miller family
members (Jerry, his mother Lucy, and his father
Ferris) living in the Mary and Martha Center!
Jerry’s mother passed away in 2012 and his
father in 2013.
Jerry was blind at birth and you can tell when you
talk to him how well he uses his other senses.
“There are a lot of things that I could not do but
I worked in jobs where I assembled things like
4
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faucets and packaged items. I learned to take the
bus and even transfer which meant I had to cross
Division Street,” says Miller.
“I learned very young how to shovel snow and
clear the driveway and sidewalks. I could feel the
ground out with my boots. I liked to shovel before
going to Christmas Eve services with my family.”

I am glad that we were taken in!
I have made a lot of friends here
over the years and I like to walk in
this neighborhood because I know
all of the streets around here.”

Jerry listens to Oldies radio 1480 and Christian
music CDs. “I am able to participate in the
chaplain’s hymn sings if I know the words. There
are a lot of activities that I just can’t do which is
why I like to walk. I have a talking watch and a
talking clock too. I was a little worried when I had
to learn about the new TV remote and changing
the batteries. I listen to talk shows like Jeopardy
and the convention speakers whose voices I
recognize. I loved listening to Johnny Carson and
his imitations.“
Jerry is one of Beacon Hill’s Benevolent Care Fund
recipients. Jerry and his family are very grateful
for donor generosity because it has addressed the
financial hardship they faced. They have peace of
mind knowing Jerry is well cared for even in this
time of a world health crisis.
Thank you for supporting residents who need
financial assistance like Jerry. Every recipient
is grateful for the support received through
donors like you. Gifts to the Benevolent Care
Fund make an immediate difference to families
in our community.

Staff spotlight

Nursing
The Heartbeat of Beacon Hill
Over 400 older adults call Beacon Hill at Eastgate
“home,” whether they live independently, or
with support in assisted living, skilled nursing,
rehabilitation or memory care. Each resident
chose Beacon Hill for many reasons — the
beautiful campus nestled in the Eastgate
neighborhood; gracious living accommodations;
superb, healthy meals; and the expert care they
receive — nursing care.
In many ways, nursing care is the strong
heartbeat of Beacon Hill. There are many who
depend on the expert, loving care provided by
the nursing staff each day. At the same time,

the nursing staff provides critical guidance across
the campus as has been evident with the current
world health crisis.
We are thankful for our five star nursing staff
and are thrilled to highlight three individuals who
exemplify Beacon Hill’s commitment to nursing
excellence as they work on the frontline of
resident care.
Amanda Daggett is our Director
of Nursing who received the
Grand Rapids Magazine’s “2020
Excellence in Nursing Award”
in the Rehab category.

Nursing Tuition Recipients
We are grateful for the generosity of Beacon Hill resident Ed Kaminskas and his family who wished to
honor retired nurse Mary Kaminskas, Ed’s wife, who passed away in 2018, with a financial gift promoting
continuing education. Mary touched the lives of many through her work in nursing at Beacon Hill and was
known for her kindness, empathy, and dedication to our residents. These funds have been awarded as
Beacon Hill at Eastgate employee tuition assistance for nursing career development.
Nursing recipients Jason Fongers and Ashley Hodges were chosen based on their outstanding
performance and continued dedication to their work here at Beacon Hill. Both employees know
that teamwork, flexibility, and empathy will be keys to their success.
“My entire adult life has been
dedicated to helping people. After
working as an EMT-Basic, I obtained
my Emergency Paramedicine Degree
from the University of Saint Frances
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. I worked as
a paramedic for about a decade and
then worked in emergency rooms,
urgent cares, etc. I was drawn back into nursing and
obtained my CNA, joined the team at Beacon Hill and
have a leadership role with awesome responsibilities.
I know for a fact that I work for one of the best
organizations! I have been accepted to the GRCC RN
program and look forward to completing this degree.”

“My career goals are to continue to
serve as a mentor to future nurses
and inspire those in my care. I would
like to become a Nurse Practitioner
working in the medical-surgical field,
geriatrics, or women’s health. By
being awarded with these scholarship
funds, I will be able to dedicate my
energy and focus into being a successful student. I
will be able to use the extra time to properly balance
work and home life (I have 3 children in school), while
ensuring my success in the GRCC RN program.”
ASHLEY HODGES

JASON FONGERS
BEACONHILLGR.ORG
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The Hat Trick of Giving Stock
3 Ways You Score by Giving Appreciated Stock
“He shoots; he scores!” the announcer yells.
Music blares, colorful lights flash, and the
crowd goes wild.
For hockey fans, there’s nothing quite as exciting
as being in person to witness a hat trick — a player
making three goals in a single game.

3. Avoid tax liability on the sale of
appreciated stock.
You may not hear any blaring music or thunderous
applause. Still, you can celebrate knowing you’ve
accomplished a profound amount of good in a taxefficient manner.

Less flashy, but almost as thrilling is the triple
score of giving appreciated stock to the Beacon
Hill Foundation. It is a smart and powerful way to
further the important work of providing necessary
physical, social and spiritual care to the Beacon
Hill family.
When you give appreciated stock, you score
three personal benefits:
1. Give from your excess resources without
restricting your cash flow,
2. Receive a fair market value tax deduction
at the time of your gift, AND

Giving From Your IRA
Still Makes Sense
An Extraordinary Giving Opportunity
for Supporters 70 ½ and Older
What began as a temporary measure has stood
the test of time as a smart and powerful giving
option for seniors.
In 2006, Congress approved a two-year “IRA
Charitable Rollover Option” that allowed certain
seniors to give sizeable tax-free qualified
charitable distributions (QCD) to their favorite
6
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charities. Since then, the law was repeatedly
reinstated in two-year increments, until it became
permanent in 2015.
As administrations have changed and tax
laws have evolved, this truth has remained
consistent: giving from an IRA remains the
obvious choice for donors who qualify.
If you are at least 70 ½ years old, you can give
up to $100,000 from your IRA (or $200,000 for
couples) to the Beacon Hill Foundation and
receive significant tax benefits in return.
Any gifts from your IRA…
• a
 llow you to give in a substantial way without
affecting your cash flow,
• r educe your taxable income (whether or not
you itemize!),
• c an be used to fulfill any charitable pledges
you have made, AND

How can I make an impact?
Your gift to the Beacon Hill Foundation
will cultivate benevolent care, campus
enhancements and community engagement.
Here are the ways you can impact our
initiatives.

• w
 ill fulfill all or part of your required minimum
distributions.

n Beacon Hill Legacy Society

Giving from your IRA is a time-tested, win-win,
tax-wise giving solution!

n Tribute Gifts

Is giving from your IRA the right solution
for you?

n Stocks and Securities
n Charitable Gift Annuities
n Personal Property
n Insurance Policies
n I RA Qualified Charitable Distributions

TO LEARN MORE about giving stock
or other smart and powerful ways to
support the mission of the Beacon
Hill Foundation, email Andi Allen at
andi.allen@beaconhillgr.org or call
616-608-8285.

So sorry...

n Refundable Entrance Fee
n Gift in Your Will
You may direct your financial support to
any of our funds or allow the Foundation to
fulfill our most pressing needs.

We were disappointed to discover that the following generous
partners were inadvertently omitted on the IMPACT 2019-2020 donor
listing. We are grateful for every donor and apologize for the error.
Those missed were:
Mrs. Lindsey Borek
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Christenson
Dr. Dacho Dachoff
Ms. Mary Grant
Ms. Lois Jandernoa

Kent City Baptist Church
Mr. Jon Kohler
Ms. Joyce Lynas
Mrs. Marilyn Moore
New Heart Church
Mr. and Mr. Jack Winn
BEACONHILLGR.ORG
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Grand Rapids, MI 49506

The Beacon Hill Legacy Society
is comprised of individuals who
have made a gift to the Beacon
Hill Foundation in their will.
Almost everyone can create
a legacy gift, and there are
many forms of legacy gifts that
are very easy to create. Your
legacy gift is a way to support
the mission of an organization
that you care about for the
long-term while also receiving
tax benefits.

The earth is the
Lord’s and everything
in it, the world and
all who live in it.
PSALM 24:1 (NIV)

OUR MISSION
BEACONHILLGR.ORG

BEACONHILLGR.ORG

Ensuring that Beacon Hill at Eastgate
continues to meet the physical, social
and spiritual needs of its residents, has
adequate resources for development of
its campus and facilities, and remains an
integral part of the Eastgate neighborhood.

