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CULTIVATING CARE AND COMMUNITY
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What does coffee have
to do with it?
When you ask Travis Jamieson about his
role as Chaplain at Beacon Hill, you just
might get a lesson in roasting your own
coffee beans. What does coffee have to do
with spiritual care?

An escape from the
real estate trap

Get ready for the
Annual Golf Classic

Planned gifts can have
significant benefits.

Monday, June 15
2020
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Beacon Hill

Foundation community

Dear Friends of the
Beacon Hill Foundation,
“Blessed and Lucky” was the theme of our donor appreciation
event scheduled last month. But…plans changed.
All of us have had to adapt and examine our activities while
we navigate daily adjustments required by current world
health concerns.
The Beacon Hill Benevolent Care Fund was established to
ensure that resident care is maintained when financial needs
arise. Your generous support of this fund provides peace of
mind to residents instead of a change in plans when help is
required. Our community was blessed and lucky to receive over
$60,000 for benevolent care through the 2019 annual campaign.
Thank you!
Current facilities and activities at Beacon Hill have been
enhanced through donor gifts to specific projects that support
overall wellness and spiritual care. We continue to be grateful
for your interest in and support of our initiatives. Thank you for
your loyalty. YOU have made us “Blessed and Lucky!”
As our plans continue to change and we adjust to a different
definition of ‘normal’, our mission to cultivate care and
community remains the same. Thank you again for joining in
our efforts.
Blessings,
Andi Allen
Foundation Director

Contact us
Beacon Hill Foundation
1919 Boston Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

“May the LORD bless
you and protect you.
May the LORD
smile on you and be
gracious to you.
May the LORD show
you his favor and give
you his peace.”
NUMBERS 6:24-26, NLT

Beacon Hill Foundation Board
Cheri Stein — Chairperson
Micki Benz — Vice Chair
Skip Knapp III — Treasurer
Jim Rauwerda — Trustee

616-608-8285
bhfoundation@beaconhillgr.org

Carl Dufendach — Trustee

Tax ID 30-0856751

Beacon Hill Foundation Staff

beaconhillgr.org
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Cheryl Blair — Trustee
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Jeffrey Huegli — President

Andi Allen — Foundation Director

Meet Beacon Hill Foundation Board Member
S. A. (Skip) Knapp, AAMS®
Skip and his wife Debbie live
in southeast Grand Rapids.
Two of their three sons and
their families live in the Grand
Rapids area. They have eight
grandchildren! In addition to
enjoying his family, Skip loves
golfing, boating, travelling
and hunting. You may have
met Skip as he hosts the putting contest at the
Annual Beacon Hill Golf Classic.

Q: What was your biggest career break? Having
the Vietnam War delay graduate school and
launch me into a business career where I became
president of a company by the age of 35.

Skip is an Edward Jones financial advisor. Prior
to this role, Skip was President/CEO of Riverside
Distributors and World Bible Publishers, a
wholesale Christian products distributor.

Q: What do you like to do to unwind? Sit on the
deck of our Northern Michigan lake cottage.

Having achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, it is no
surprise that Skip serves on the Boy Scouts of
America, Gerald R. Ford Council Board. Other
volunteer activities include Grand Rapids Chamber
of Commerce, Ruffed Grouse Society and Trout
Unlimited, as well as Calvary Church. Skip served
his country as a 2nd Lt. in the Michigan National
Guard. We asked Skip a few questions to get to
know him better.
Q: What was your proudest moment? The
glimpse I got into God’s Heart in the shared
experience, with Him, of losing a son.

Q: How did you make your first dollar? At eight
years old, I sold fishing worms that I raised in the
basement of the family home, from a front-yard
bait stand.
Q: What was the last book you read? Undaunted
Courage, Ambrose — Lewis & Clark Expedition.

Q: When did you become interested in BHE and
what do you enjoy about the work with the
Foundation? I have been involved since I met Jeff
Huegli at the 1801 Breton Sales Office. I believe
it was 2006. I get great joy from being told — by
residents of BHE, many who never thought they
would ever experience such a beautiful, loving
place to live out their senior years — ”I love where
I live!”
Q: What other organizations are you passionate
about? I have a passion for the character and
leadership development of the Boy Scouts of
America, the conservation mission of a number of
wildlife organizations and the spiritual development
opportunities of Bible Study Fellowship.

There’s no better opportunity than our Annual Golf Classic to enjoy
eighteen holes of golf, fun with friends, and the opportunity to
support a great cause — helping seniors in our community discover
their best life.
Hosted at the Thousand Oaks Golf Club in Grand Rapids on
Monday, June 15. You’ll love the beauty and challenge of this course.
Assemble your team and register today at: beaconhillgr.org/golf
We look forward to you joining us to make this outing the most
successful yet!
BEACONHILLGR.ORG
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Spiritual life

Spiritual Care:
What does coffee
have to do with it?
When you ask Travis Jamieson about his
role as Chaplain at Beacon Hill, you just
might get a lesson in roasting your own
coffee beans. What does coffee have to
do with spiritual care?

Different flavors. Different people.
Different coffee farms with different
stories. But at the end of the day,
it ends up as coffee in a cup. It’s a
unifying factor of diverse flavors.”

How can I make an impact?
Your gift to the Beacon Hill Foundation will
cultivate benevolent care, campus enhancements
and community engagement. Here are the ways
you can impact our initiatives.
n Beacon Hill Legacy Society

n Insurance Policies

n Stocks and Securities

n I RA Qualified Charitable
Distributions

n Tribute Gifts
n Charitable Gift Annuities
n Personal Property

n Refundable Entrance Fee
n Gift in Your Will

You may direct your financial support to any of
our funds or allow the Foundation to fulfil our
most pressing needs.
4
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“One of the things I love about roasting
coffee is you always have to order the
green beans to roast,” says Travis.
“Online, I get a list of countries I can
order from. I love that! Every country I
order from has a different flavor. And
within a country, every farm offers
something different — a different
kind of experience when you taste it.
Different flavors. Different people.
Different coffee farms with different
stories. But at the end of the day,
it ends up as coffee in a cup. It’s a
unifying factor of diverse flavors.”
“We have a really diverse community at
Beacon Hill,” Travis continues. “People
with different backgrounds, growing
up in different places, with different
experiences. At the end of the day, I’m
always looking to know that story…
to know what sets them apart while
keeping in mind that this person is
just like every other person. We all
have emotional needs — deep spiritual
needs. It really unifies us as a people.
We’re all humans in the image of God.”
There is a wide diversity of religious
viewpoints at Beacon Hill, from no
faith to all kinds — Baptist, Catholic,
Reformed, United Methodist, Jewish
and more. “All tend to bring different
flavors of their faith to our community,”
says Travis. “Each of them brings
something valuable to the table. It
gives an opportunity to come together
doing different services and events as

Resident life

a diverse faith community. That’s
different from what most churches
can pull off!”
“We’re working to cultivate
a culture of spiritual care,”
Travis says. “It’s not just about
programs, or me going around
to each resident’s home. It’s
also interacting with staff and
encouraging them to provide
spiritual care — plus, helping
residents provide spiritual care
among themselves.”
For Travis, that spiritual care begins
before residents even move in. “I
see part of my role as supporting
the sales staff. They may be
working with someone looking at
assisted living or memory care. I
try to support the staff as they help
those folks navigate their situations,
helping them understand that
moving to assisted living or skilled
nursing or memory support isn’t a
failure. It’s not giving up. And it’s
not giving up on your parents. It’s
trying to help them thrive in the
best way they can.”
To ensure every resident is
supported with spiritual care right
where they live, the Beacon Hill
Foundation established the Russell
and Dorothy Watkins Chaplaincy
Fund. Gifts directed to the fund
support all of our spiritual care
efforts and have a lasting impact.
Feel free to stop by and tell Travis
a little about yourself. And maybe,
just maybe, he’ll let you taste some
coffee from freshly roasted beans!

The real McCoys
The Beacon Hill Foundation will be holding a fundraiser in
September to raise money for the arts, including our music
programs. To better understand the impact on our residents,
we talked to music lovers Dave and Polly McCoy about their
life here at Beacon Hill.
The McCoys have lived at Beacon Hill since the 1919
building opened. Dave was a music teacher and Polly
volunteered with the Grand Rapids Symphony for many
years. Dave also organized and directed the men’s choir at
Beacon Hill until 2019.
“They have programs here on Sunday afternoons, and a lot
of people are impressed with them,” Dave said. “And most of
the time it’s very, very good,” Polly interjected, laughing.
The McCoys are also members of the Beacon Hill
Foundation Legacy Society, making sure future generations
can enjoy life at Beacon Hill as much as they have.
“We just hope our grandchildren are starting to save their
money so they can live here,” Dave said.

They like it here. When we send a
check for their college fund we say, ‘If
you don’t need all that for school, save
it so you can retire at Beacon Hill.’”
BEACONHILLGR.ORG
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Financial health

An escape from
the real estate trap
Real estate investors often face a big challenge
once they decide to sell the property. What
seemed like substantial capital gain could be
reduced by 20 to 30 percent — sometimes even
more — by the tax bill.
And that’s where a planned gift can provide
significant benefits to you.
By giving the property to the Beacon Hill
Foundation, you will receive a charitable deduction
and eliminate the tax bill you would have incurred
had you sold the property outright. What’s more,
if you donate the real estate toward a life income
gift, you will secure a lifetime of payments for you
and your loved ones.
In other words, a lifetime income gift
funded with real estate allows you to
support the important mission of the Beacon
Hill Foundation AND continue receiving
steady income!
This is especially valuable for people looking to
free themselves from residential rental property,
farmland, commercial property or even vacant
land that was purchased as an investment.
Is a real estate gift that pays you income the right
solution for your goals and situation? For a free, noobligation, personalized illustration, call Andi Allen at
616-608-8285 or email Andi.Allen@beaconhillgr.org.

CD coming due?
Consider a charitable option instead
Many seniors invest in CDs because of the fixed
income they provide. However…
Life income gifts usually result in higher annual
payments than CDs. PLUS, they allow you to
bless the important ministry of the Beacon
Hill Foundation too!
For example, a couple ages 72 and 73 that gives
$25,000 could receive fixed quarterly payments of
$1,200 for the rest of their lives!*
You can give cash or other property, and you
will receive steady income for the rest of your
life (or for a designated number of years). The
remainder of your gift will further the Beacon
Hill Foundation’s mission. What’s more, you will
receive a charitable deduction for a portion of your
gift AND part of your payments will come to you
tax-free.

H
 ow much would your payments be?
Contact Andi Allen at 616-608-8285 or email
Andi.Allen@beaconhillgr.org for a free,
personalized, no-obligation illustration.
* Based on January 2020 charitable gift annuity rates.
Subject to change.
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In memoriam

MISSION

Mr. Stan Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Norman McKendry
Mrs. Jeanne Carpenter
Mr. Robert Carpenter
Dr. Dacho Dachoff
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Ruth Dachoff
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mr. Steven Dykema
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mr. Leo Nauer
Mrs. Shirley Dyksterhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Brunsink
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
	Mr. Paul Dyksterhouse and Ms. Judy
Graham
Ms. Sonja Greydanus
Ms. Carolyn Hawbaker
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Lankford
Mr. LaVerne Dykstra
Mrs. Marti Dykstra
Dr. Curtis Edholm
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Johanna Ehlers
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Christina Ekdom
Mr. Donald Ekdom
Ms. Thorne Elliot
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Helen Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Ms. Ruth Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson
Mrs. Pat Sommerdyke
Mr. David Stader
Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Mrs. Marcia Flink
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dole
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wetherbee
Mr. John Gordon Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mr. Leo Nauer
Dr. Henry Guzzo
Ms. Mary Jane Andres
Ms. Jen Bomba
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Daly
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Guzzo
Mrs. Nancy Guzzo

Ms. Mary Ann Jackson
Mr. and Mr. Kenneth Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Kelsey
Mr. and Mrs. L & R Kok
Ms. Bonnie Latourette
Mrs. Susan McBride
Ms. Mary Newkirk
Ms. Cindy Older, BCAMSC
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ronzone
Dr. Robert Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Rev. Ronald Harrold
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Renfer
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Ms. Char Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Mrs. Jane Knack
Dr. and Mrs. Etcyl Blair
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Ms. Karen Katt
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Renfer
Mrs. Joan Thrall
Mr. H. Duane Wadsworth
Ms. Virginia Williams
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Evelyn Koepsell
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Wisner
Mr. Edgar Lamm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Mr. Leo Nauer
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mrs. Marilyn Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Mrs. Jacquelyn Lane
Mrs. Mary Ann Papp
Mrs. Florence Silverstein
Mrs. Ruth Stephens
Ms. Cathryne Winberg
Mr. John Morrow
Mr. and Mrs. James Vaughan
Ms. Necia Musser
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Carol Garey
Mrs. Harriet Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Orban
Ms. Ruth Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson
Mr. John Nolan
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Allen
Mr. Troy Walker, Orion Auto Glass

Mrs. Nancy O’Neal
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mrs. Edith Walker
Mr. Joe Pasek
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn
Mrs. Irene Pike
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Alber
Ms. Joyce Beemer
Ms. Diane Bronkema
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mais
Mr. Bob McKay
Ms. Nadine Rader
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Wesche
Mrs. Patricia Ann Polkowski
Ms. Karen Melton
Miss Darlene Proud
Mr. and Mrs. Jim De Weerd
Ms. Janice Loomis
Mr. Jon Wilford
Mr. Robert D. Swartz
Mrs. Idamae Swartz
Mr. Henry Taylor
Ms. Karen Jones
Mrs. Virginia Terrell
George Koch Sons
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Winn
Mr. Robert Van Eeuwen
Mrs. Ruth Van Eeuwen
Ms. Charlotte Veenstra
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Dr. William Venema Jr.
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Mrs. Suzanne Winer
Mr. Loyd Winer
Mr. Jerry Wolfrom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson
Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly
Ms. Lynne Kuhl
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Wolfrom
Ms. Truus Zan Schuylenburg
Mrs. Ruth Stephens

In honor of:
Chaplain Travis Jamieson
Ms. Lynne Kuhl
Mrs. Donna Patten
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Burton
The Beacon Hill Staff
Christine and Russell Visner
Mrs. Janet Van Dyk
Ms. Lynne Kuhl
Rev. Rich Verkaik
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Vander Brug

Ensuring that Beacon Hill at Eastgate continues to meet the
physical, social and spiritual needs of its residents, has adequate
resources for development of its campus and facilities, and
remains an integral part of the Eastgate neighborhood.
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1919 Boston Street, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

SUMMER 2020
7:00 PM

Save the Date
Enjoy the warm summer air and music
...right on the lawn at Beacon Hill.
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Bucket O’Maybes

n

n
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July 8
The Crane Wives
August 12
The Moonrays

