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BECOME A  
VOLUNTEER
Are you interested in becoming  
a volunteer? Contact  
Maira Pizano at 616.608.8258

Too Good to Be True? 
Everyone likes opportunities for more income,  
but no one wants to pay additional taxes. 
Through a charitable gift annuity (CGA), you  
can bless the work of the Beacon Hill 
Foundation AND receive regular payments for 
the rest of your life – most of it tax-free. See 
page 3 for more.

Dear Friends of the Beacon Hill Foundation,

Our family vacations were often 
road trips. As I planned out our 
itinerary, I usually picked up a 
AAA TripTik. If you are unfamiliar 
with these handy roadmaps, 
they gave great mile marker 
advice on stops and landmarks 
to include along the way to your 
intended destination. Every adventure begins with a roadmap 
of some kind and as we have navigated the growth of the 
Foundation we are grateful for your participation along the way.  

You have ensured that our mission of Cultivating Care and 
Community is being met through volunteerism, the Mary and 
Martha Guild, the Legacy Society and the answer to our call for 
financial support at the end of 2018. Your gifts of over $45,000 
in December will allow all residents to live their best life through 
Beacon Hill’s care programs.

As we continue our journey, we remain committed to initiatives 
that put our Beacon Hill families first. After a lifetime of hard 
work, we believe that our residents should feel the comforts 
of physical, spiritual and social care. In addition to providing 
peace of mind to some through financial support, we are 
mapping out ways to enrich programming across our campus.

Recent landmarks include the celebration of the Van Namen 
Family Bridge opening along with the permanent art collection 
by Marianna Heule. We are continuing to celebrate the arts with 
first rate music programs. Our membership with the Barnabas 
Foundation has provided us with education and administrative 
assistance for planned giving opportunities, some of which is 
included in this issue.

Thank you for joining us on this journey!  
We appreciate your spirit of generosity  
at every turn.

Cultivating Care and Community,

Andi Allen 
Foundation President

JUNE | JULY | AUGUST  
2ND WEDNESDAY  

OF THE MONTH



Generosity in Action - CELEBRATING THE ARTS

THE BEAUTY OF SERENITY
To most, “March Madness” signifies the melee of the NCAA 
Basketball tournament, but I’ve noticed that this phrase 
is widely being used to encourage us to take action on 
everything from purchasing new mattresses, buying a new 
car or signing up for spring landscape projects. We all have 
times where we feel that we need to stop the madness…
our schedules are full, our responsibilities are weighty, our 
concerns are great.

Our chapel was recently enhanced by the addition of stained-
glass doors. The chapel space is intended to be a place for 
prayer, reflection, and quiet. A place to escape the madness 
and find refreshment. The doors now provide privacy as well 
as a focal point for reflection.  The theme of the new glass 
artwork is life giving water.

In the story of the Bible, water is an ever present character. 
From the creation account, to Noah and the flood, Moses 
parting the Red Sea or baptism, water is there.  The Psalmist 
speaks of streams of water as is pictured in our stained glass 
doors. A stream of water which gives life to all that it touches.  
God is always about bringing life to the lifeless.  

The one who is called ‘blessed’ by God, the psalmist says, 
is like one who is planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever 

they do prospers. As 
the tree is nourished by 
the water, it bears fruit 
so that others will be 
blessed. God nourishes 
people spiritually, so 
that people can in turn 
nourish others. (Psalm 
1:1-3)

When we walk through 
the new beautiful doors 
and into the prayer 
chapel to seek God, 
our hearts are open to 
God’s nourishment in 
our life. We can leave 
the madness to be refreshed and renewed in a quiet space.

This wonderful addition to our campus was made possible 
through the vision of Chaplain Rich Verkaik and the  
generosity of friends of Beacon Hill.  Resident Sue Weiss 
worked with the theme to create the design which was  
then translated for us by artists Dan and Nate from Pristine 
Glass. We are grateful!

by Andi Allen & Travis Jamieson

details and subtle nuances that the audience won’t 
want to miss. His enthusiasm is catching and each 
segment leaves guests culturally richer and looking 
forward to the next selection. We are thankful for the 
Blairs’ creative gift of the arts.

We have welcomed the “MSU/Music on the 
Road” series again this year thanks to Chuck and 
Philippa Webb. This Sunday series showcasing 
advanced degree music students from Michigan 
State University has been so well received that we 
are excited to announce that we have added two 
additional concerts to our fall schedule. We will also 
have local classical artist events to share. Thank you!

“Concerts on the Green” for the community are 
scheduled for the second Wednesday of June, 
July and August. We will continue to showcase 
community bands and school performance groups in 
the auditorium. Science has shown clear indications 
that artistic engagement and laughter have significant 
positive effects on health and we thank you for the 
gifts that allow us to increase our investment in social 
care for our community.

Resident and Artist Sue Weiss

The Community House has proven to 
be a wonderful venue to host great 
performances and to recognize a wide 
range of community artistic interests. 

Generous donors have ensured that 
Beacon Hill at Eastgate has the 
opportunity to provide a high quality 
robust schedule of events this year. 
In addition, our new permanent 
art gallery in the intra-community 

bridge has expanded upon our rotating artists program 
curated by artist Marianna Heule.

An avid supporter of the arts, resident Etcyl Blair 
is celebrating his love of classical music with our 
community. The “Music to Hear/Music to See” 
program concept was developed by Dr. Blair who 
selects a classical composer from his extensive DVD 
collection and creates a program surrounding a specific 
piece of work.  Some of the series is programmatically 
tied in with the Grand Rapids Symphony performance 
schedule. Dr. Blair and wife Ruth welcome guests as 
they arrive to the auditorium. Dr. Blair begins each 
program with an overview of the piece, pointing out 



Too Good to Be True?
Charitable Gift Annuities and Tax-Free Income
Everyone likes opportunities for more income, but no  
one wants to pay additional taxes.   

Through a charitable gift annuity (CGA), you can bless the work of the 
Beacon Hill Foundation AND receive regular payments for the rest your 
life – most of it tax-free.

Is this too good to be true? No! 

This life income arrangement is based on an IRS formula that considers 
part of your income as a return on your original gift. That means a 
percentage of any income from a CGA is tax-free to you.

For example, Betty, a 74-year-old, makes a $20,000 gift for a CGA. She 
will receive over $1,200 each year, and of that amount, approximately 
$840 will be tax-free. 

Is a charitable gift annuity the right giving solution for you? 

Contact Andi Allen at (616) 608-8285 or Andi.Allen@BeaconHillGR.org to learn 
more about gifts that provide income for life and to request your personalized 
proposal for what your payments from a CGA would be.

June 17th
Thousand Oaks Golf Club

Register today!  
www.BeaconHillGR.org/golf

Join Us

Honoring Our Legacy of Care
by Jennifer Olsson

Rich and Ginny Verkaik stand in front of 
the Chapel.

Beacon Hill at Eastgate said goodbye to our beloved 
Chaplain Rich Verkaik as he officially began his retirement 
this month. Rich started at Beacon Hill in October of 
2010—one month before our independent living building 
opened. He was in the process of leaving the church he 
was pastoring, and heard that Jeff Huegli was looking for a 
Chaplain to minister to our entire campus. Rich showed up at 
their meeting with a flipchart detailing his vision for the role, 
and Jeff hired him that day.

Rich and his wife Ginny met as sophomores in high school, 
and dated until they married 4 years later. It clearly was 
meant to be, considering that Rich, who had invited Ginny 
to come watch him play softball for their first date, did not 
arrive to pick her up because it was raining that day. “I 
figured she would know the game had been canceled!” She 
forgave him, and he says she is and has always been God’s 
greatest blessing to him this side of heaven. Ginny, a nurse, 
has been an amazing partner and support as they have 
journeyed together through Rich’s teaching years, seminary 
years while serving as a youth pastor and then pastoring  
3 different churches.

Rich has loved his years here at Beacon Hill, and considered 
his opportunity to be a friend to residents regardless of their 
faith background as one of his greatest blessings. To minister 
to residents and family members has been a privilege. He 
also counts his relationships with Beacon Hill’s fellow staff 
members as one of his greatest joys of working here.

Rich and Ginny are BH 
Foundation Legacy 
Society Members, and 
generous donors. The 
bridge linking 1919 to 
1845 greatly motivated 
them to give to BH; Rich 
could see how important 
it is for spouses and 
friends to be able 
to easily visit loved 
ones. As the bridge is 
completed and in full 
use, he is thankful to 
the Foundation for raising 
those funds. He hopes his and Ginny’s gifts to Beacon Hill 
will contribute to it always being seen as ONE community—
not two separate facilities. 

Rich has worked hard establishing the new Watkins 
Chaplaincy Fund and our chaplaincy program, and is hoping 
to see Beacon Hill become a training ground for chaplains. 
He is grateful to the Foundation for running with his vision 
for the beautiful stained-glass windows which now grace 
our chapel doors. Rich will stay connected to Beacon Hill 
in small ways as long as he can—it’s where his heart is. He 
feels so rewarded to be able to end his “full-time” ministry 
here, and as is fitting for the gifted singer that he is, says he 
could not ask for a higher note on which to close.



A donor recently shared news about the Office of Unclaimed 
Property run by the Michigan Department of Treasury.  As the 
name implies, the unclaimed property (usually money) held by 
this office has been turned over to the state of Michigan by 
various businesses, government agencies, etc.  

Go to www.michigan.gov/treasury and click on the 
Unclaimed Property button and follow the instructions.

In addition to this site, www.missingmoney.com allows you 
to search based on your other residences.  If you find an 
unexpected surprise waiting for you, would you consider 
sharing it with the Beacon Hill Foundation?

SHARING A SURPRISE

A

Ways to Give
Your gift to the Beacon Hill Foundation will cultivate benevolent 
care, campus enhancements and community engagement.

Here are the ways you can impact our initiatives: 
• Beacon Hill Legacy Society  
• stocks and securities 
• charitable gift annuities and remainder trusts 
• personal property 
• insurance policies 
• IRA qualified charitable distributions 
• resident refundable entrance fees 
• Monthly Caring Club

When Property Becomes a Burden
There are times when owning property can feel more 
like a burden than a blessing. Consider these real-world 
scenarios:

• George and Marla have a lakeside cottage that provided 
countless family memories over the decades. Now that 
their children are grown, however, they seldom find time 
to enjoy it. The cottage is worth far more now than when 
they bought it —but they know if they sell it, they’ll lose 
much of its value in taxes.

• For years, Gerald and Francine worked side-by-side 
managing an apartment complex that provided a steady 
source of income. But now that Gerald has passed, 
Francine feels overwhelmed by ongoing building 
maintenance and finicky renters. She wants to give 
the property to charity, but she’s concerned about 
the tax bill it will generate and the needed income the 
apartments provided. 

• Tom’s farm has grown significantly in size and 
sophistication since he first inherited it from his father 35 
years ago. His children have also experienced success 
in the pursuit of their own careers. Tom is contemplating 
retirement, but he isn’t sure what to do with the business 
—especially his expensive array of machinery that’s 
been paid off and depreciated down.  

What do these three families have in 
common? They found their tax-wise 
giving solution for their property in 
charitable remainder trusts. 

Charitable remainder trusts allow you 
to gift property you no longer want 
or need to charity while experiencing 
significant personal benefits. 

By giving property to the Beacon Hill 
Foundation through a charitable gift 
annuity, you can:

• Support the important mission of the Beacon Hill 
Foundation.

• Release yourself from the burden of property you no 
longer want or need.

• Take a charitable deduction and avoid the immediate  
tax bill.

• Secure ongoing lifetime income for you and your  
loved ones.

Is a charitable remainder trust the right giving option for 
you? Learn more and request your free personalized 
proposal by calling Andi Allen today at 616.608.8285 or 
Andi.Allen@BeaconHillGR.org.

Q &
Life Income Gifts

Q: I want to give more to ministry, but I’m concerned about retirement income.  
Is there a giving solution for me?

A: One way to increase your annual income is to take an asset with little earning 
power and turn it into an asset with greater earning power. This can be done 
by converting the asset into a life income agreement, such as a charitable 
gift annuity (CGA) or a charitable remainder trust (CRT). These types of 
agreements do just that – provide you with income for life while supporting 
the Beacon Hill Foundation.

You may direct your financial support to any of our funds or 
allow the Foundation to fulfill our most pressing needs.



2018 Memorials

Mrs. Petronella Buiter    
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. Bill Cook    
 Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn 

Mr. Gordon Duisterhof    
 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wetherbee 

Mrs. Meryln Duisterhof    
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wetherbee 

Mr. LaVerne Dykstra    
 Mr. and Mrs. Byron Wild 

Mrs. Christina Ekdom    
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dole 
 Mr. Donald Ekdom 
 Ms. Marie Ekdom 
 Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Ekdom 
 Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ekdom 
 Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ekdom 
  Mr. Ross Ekdom 
  Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Fuller 
  Mr. and Mrs. Richard Groggel 
  Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn 
  Mr. and Mrs. William Korfker Jr.
  Mrs. Jean Larson 
  Mr. Leo Nauer 
 Mr. Ted Pasma 
  Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson 
  Ms. Cassie Smith 
  Mr. David Stader 

Dr. Erwin Fitzgerald    
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
  Mrs. Jo Ann Donnelly 
  Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn 
  Ms. Cathryne Winberg 

Ms. Ruth Froot    
  Mrs. Marilyn Moore 
  Mrs. Ruth Stephens 

Mrs. Lynette Harrison    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
  Ms. Cathryne Winberg 

Mrs. Shirley Kirk    
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ron Renfer 

Care and Community Through Tributes
Many residents and families seek ways to memorialize and honor loved ones through the Beacon Hill Foundation.  
This is a beautiful way to pay tribute to a former Beacon Hill resident since the funds are used to help fellow residents 
receive care and support. We remember the following people who were recognized through tributes in 2018:

Mr. Robert Larson    
  Mr. and Mrs. Peter Atwood 
  Ms. Barbara Bailey 
  Ms. Nancy Bolhouse 
  Ms. Shirley Chambers 
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
  Mr. and Mrs. Gregory DeWard 
  Ms. Joyce Evans 
  Mr. and Mrs. Richard Groggel 
  Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn 
  Ms. Deborah Heaton 
  Mr. and Mrs. Donald Herrmann 
  Ms. Sandra Hyde-Swanson 
  Mr. Richard Larson 
  Ms. Nancy Lewis 
  Mrs. Marilyn Moore 
  Mrs. Mary Lou Morrow 
 Mr. Leo Nauer 
  Mrs. Ruth Penning 
  Mr. Charles Peterson 
  Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson 
  Ms. Mary Redman 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reid 
  Mrs. Ruth Stephens 
  Mr. and Mrs. Keith Wildfong 
  Ms. Cathryne Winberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Tudor and  
  Yvonne Marks    
  Mr. and Mrs. Brian Marks 

Mrs. Bonnie Mattson    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mrs. LaDene Mayberry    
  Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mulder 

Mrs. Eva Miller    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. John Morrow    
  Mr. and Mrs. James Vaughan 

Ms. Elaine Milnes    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mrs. Ethel Pasma    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 
  Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dole 
  Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Fuller 
  Mr. and Mrs. Richard Groggel 
 Ms. Jane Hilgenberg 
  Mr. and Mrs. William Korfker Jr.

  Mr. Leo Nauer 
  Mr. and Mrs. Martin Peterson 
  Mrs. Eunice Raar 
  Mr. John Weitzel 
  Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wetherbee 
  Ms. Cathryne Winberg 

Mrs. Bernice Peters    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson  
 Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dole 
  Mr. and Mrs. James Hagadorn 

Mr. Matthew Seidman    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. David Orr Stewart    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. Henry Taylor    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mrs. Linda Van Sledright    
 Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Gillette 

Ms. Sally Wakefield    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. Eugene Williams    
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christenson 

Mr. Charles Witteveen    
 GRFMR 
  Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Van Heuvelen 
    
2018 Tributes    

Ms. Carrie Alber    
  Dr. and Mrs. Chuck Webb 

Mrs. Donna Patten    
  Mr. and Mrs. Barry Burton 



In her heart, Micki is an 
English teacher. In her 
career, Micki served 12 
years as an instructor 
and continuing education 
professional at Davenport 
College (now Davenport 
University), managed a 
group of branches for 
Michigan National Bank 

and most recently has served for 20 years in fund 
raising and community development roles for 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s.

Micki and her husband John have lived in Grand 
Rapids for 42 years and have one married son  
who lives in Metz, France working for an American 
company in Luxembourg. John and Micki derive 
great joy traveling to visit their 7 year old grandson, 
son Matt and daughter-in-law Ashley as much as 
they are able to fit it into their “retirement” routine. 
John and Micki serve with many Grand Rapids 
organizations and we are thrilled to benefit from 
Micki’s experience and guidance.  

Micki has received numerous awards and honors 
for her work in West Michigan most recently by 
Senior Neighbors as a “Community Champion, 
Connector, and Mentor” at their Gala recognizing 
the contributions and impact of 16 individuals  
60 years of age or more who engage and inspire  
us every day.

What is your proudest moment? 
I was never really considered athletic but I have 
finished the Fifth Third 25K run two times.

 

What is the best advice you have ever received? 
Listen before you talk. I don’t always remember to 
do this, but it is good advice.

How did you make your first dollar? 
Babysitting the 5 neighbor kids for 50 cents/hour 
when I was 13. I was the oldest of four kids so the 
neighbors must have had great confidence in me.  
I made dinner, read, put them to bed, everything!

What was the last book you read? 
Winterdance:  The Fine Madness of Running the 
Iditarod by Gary Paulson. I highly recommend it.

How do you like to unwind? 
I enjoy walking and listening to podcasts. I do love 
to listen to Cleveland Indians games too.

What kind of lasting impact do you hope 
to see from your work with the Beacon Hill 
Foundation? 
Continuing to build a lasting legacy is important 
to BHE and all of its residents. There is so much 
goodwill, interest and passion on the team. In 
addition, I chair the Eastgate Engaged committee 
and I love how Beacon Hill wants to be a good 
neighbor, balancing the fact that we are the largest 
group of residents in the neighborhood and not 
wanting to be overbearing. I love community 
advocacy. With other organizations, I’ve worked  
in Heritage Hill and Ottawa Hills and now I’m 
enjoying the connections with businesses and 
neighbors in the Eastgate Neighborhood.

Are there other organizations about which you 
are passionate? 
I’m passionate about reading and literacy.   
I serve on the EGR Library Commission and the 
Literacy Center of West Michigan.

1919 Boston Street, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

US POSTAGE
PAID

GRAND RAPIDS, 
MICHIGAN

Meet Beacon Hill Foundation Board Vice Chair

Micki Benz
 Beacon Hill Foundation 

Board
Cheri Stein 

Chairperson 

Micki Benz,  
Vice Chair

Skip Knapp III 
Treasurer

Jim Rauwerda 
Trustee

Cheryl Blair 
Trustee

Carl Dufendach 
Trustee

Jeffrey Huegli 
Secretary

Beacon Hill Foundation  
Staff
Andi Allen 

President

Mission: 
Ensuring that Beacon Hill 
at Eastgate continues 
to meet the physical 
and spiritual needs 
of its residents, has 
adequate resources 
for development of its 
campus and facilities, 
and remains an integral 
part of the Eastgate 
neighborhood.

Beacon Hill Foundation
1919 Boston St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
(616) 608-8285Tax ID 30-0856751

Contact us today!
beaconhillgr.org 
bhfoundation@beaconhillgr.org




