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Cheri is married to Craig Stein, an
electrical contractor with Stein Electric
and has two sons, Tyler (6) and Will
(8). Cheri grew up less than a mile
from Beacon Hill and reminisced with
us about frequently riding her bike up
and down Boston Street. Cheri has 3
siblings and all of them are in the field
of accounting. Cheri’s career started by working at her
father’s accounting firm during middle school but became
interested in financial planning while attending Taylor
University. Cheri’s career interests led her to Plante Moran’s
wealth management group where she has been for 18
years. The first twelve years she was doing investment
consulting and over the last five years, Cheri has led the
Trust practice for West Michigan. Cheri loves what she
does as she is able to focus on families as they go through
different changes. Cheri was recently promoted to partner
at Plante Moran. We asked Cheri a few questions to get
to know her better.
What was your proudest moment?
Professionally, I was working with two brothers on a
business succession plan. They did not believe that it
would really work out. We had a great meeting and my
expertise was able to facilitate a great solution. As we left
the meeting, one of the brothers shook my hand and said
“AWESOME!” So I knew that was a big win. I have had a
lot of “awesome” moments and that is what is great about
what I do. From a personal perspective, there are a lot of
proud moments as a mom! My children are always learning
something new.
Best advice you’ve ever received?
Don’t take yourself too seriously.
How did you make your first dollar?
I started pretty early at my dad’s accounting firm. I moved
up from cleaning bathrooms to processing tax returns! I
was also a piano teacher in high school which was really
fun. I will probably try to teach my boys soon too.
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What was the last book you read?
Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator by Roald Dahl. We
read a lot with the boys. Professionally, at least once a
month I think of Stephen Covey’s book, Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People. It has timeless tips and reminders.
Last search term you Googled?
What can an Amazon Echo do? I was trying to decide if I
needed an Alexa. Now that we have one, we ask Alexa for
jokes. It works great as a timer for kids: getting ready for
school or reading assignments.
To unwind, you like to…?
Spend time with family at our cottage on Silver Lake in
Rockford. We also like to play board games with the kids.
We try to play a game every night…UNO Attack is fast and
good end to the evening.
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Who is a person you most admire?
My husband Craig. I love the way he connects with
people; people are really drawn to him.

Beacon Hill
Foundation Staff

Why are you interested in BHE and the Foundation?
Ever since I got involved with Beacon Hill I have been
very impressed with the organization and the focus on the
community. Having grown up in the community, it is special
to me. BH looks outside the four walls.

Andi Allen
BHF President

What other organizations are you passionate about?
I am really involved at Calvary Church where I’ve attended
for over 30 years. I have volunteered in many aspects
of their ministries including the areas of finance, children
and youth programs, and most recently was on the 3 year
Building Committee for renovations. I have also been quite
involved with the Michigan Woman’s Foundation where
I’ve met so many great people. I like how they support
economic development for women and also mentoring
and growing women.

1919 Boston St. SE,
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 608-8285
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Dear Friends of the Beacon Hill Foundation,
YOU stepped up to help fill in the gap on the Linking Lives Capital campaign for the
intra-community bridge. We appreciate how many of you answered our request to meet
the goals of our matching opportunity. We will keep you posted on the progress
and plans.
Our upcoming Annual Appeal focuses on the Benevolent Care Fund. We reach out to
our constituents to build this fund which closes the gap in funding for residents whose
financial needs have exceeded their own financial resources. The fund is supported
through the Annual Appeal, the Golf Outing and memorial giving. We will be looking to
develop additional activities to support our future efforts.
Thank you for your participation in the summer concert series! This has been a
wonderful way for our community to join in fun together. We recently kicked off an
initiative called “Eastgate Engaged” using the Calvin Center for Social Research
to better understand how we benefit from being involved with the businesses and
neighbors around us. You will have the opportunity to participate through a survey
and we will be able to hear research conclusions during the first quarter of 2018.
We are happy to announce that we are now members of the Barnabas Foundation.
This trusted partner wants to help you give most effectively to Beacon Hill and the
other ministries close to your heart. They’ll help you do the greatest good –for your
family and for God’s kingdom – through effective planning and tax-wise giving.
Thank you again for reaching out to meet me. I look forward to continuing to connect
with you and appreciate your ideas and support with “Cultivating Care
and Community.”

Mission: Cultivating Care
and Community

Andi Allen
Foundation President

Ensuring that Beacon Hill at Eastgate continues
to meet the physical and spiritual needs of
its residents, has adequate resources for
development of its campus and facilities,
and remains an integral part of the
Eastgate neighborhood.

Cultivating Care, Seasons of Serving
We recently sat down to talk
with resident Mary Groggel
who has been an active
member on the Foundation
Advisory Council and a
committed volunteer. Mary and
her husband Dick were among
the first residents to move into
the 1919 Boston community.
Mary and Dick Groggel
As daily walkers, the Groggels
became aware of the potential property changes and
plans for Beacon Hill since they lived in the Eastgate
neighborhood. Mary told us that she, in fact, grew up,
worked and raised her family all right in this area.
Mary and Dick have been married 68 years having met
at Western Michigan College (now University). They
have 4 children, 9 grandchildren and 13 great-grand
children! Together they have always served others both
at church and in the community. They were both very
involved with Sunday School at Our Savior Lutheran
and with the “Meals at Home” program through
Blodgett Hospital. Having been a teacher at Ottawa
Elementary school Mary was an interested participant
in the Mulick Park school reading assistance program.
She also helped to bring this reading group for
a special program here at Beacon Hill.
“Volunteering has always been an important part of
my life. After moving to Beacon Hill almost 7 years
ago, I looked for opportunities to serve at the Mary and
Martha center. I joined the ‘One on One’ program.
I was paired with a woman in assisted living. I have
visited her weekly for 6 years.” Mary learned that the

woman is estranged from her daughter which breaks
her heart because she knows how the woman suffers.
“Early on I determined my role in our relationship was
to be a good listener, show love, support and care for
her. We share our Christian faith and we do laugh a
lot. I share stories of my family struggles too. We have
developed a close relationship. I call her my friend!”
Mary goes the extra mile in the ‘One on One’ program
as she takes her friend to medical appointments,
plans birthday celebrations and assists with managing
finances. Mary has pursued a ministry of reconciliation
with the family too. One thing that makes Mary happy is
that her friend is able to continue to live at Beacon Hill
through the assistance of the Benevolent Care Fund.
“She has the assurance she will be taken care of in
spite of the financial shortage she faces. This gives her
peace of mind to enjoy life at Beacon Hill.”

Residents, friends and neighbors
spent beautiful summer evenings
on Beacon Hill’s front lawn
listening to the pleasing sounds of
Gentlemen of Ragtime, The Crane
Wives and Calder City Band. Thank
you to our sponsors Bartoszewicz
Family Dental and Tim Kolk,
Realtor.

The “One to One” program currently has 15 volunteers
who are students, residents and employees. They are
assigned to 2-3 residents and spend 15 minutes to an
hour together each week building relationships, playing
games, reading or helping with wellness activities.
There are many other volunteer opportunities available
at the Mary and Martha center. Joy Dornbos is happy
to discuss your interests and she can be reached at
616-608-8266.

The Gift that Keeps on Giving!

The Beacon Hill Foundation Annual Appeal letter will
come out in November to request support for the
Benevolent Care Fund. The Benevolent Care Fund
provides charitable health care for residents whose
financial resources are exhausted. The fund has nearly
$2.3 million in assets.

IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions
See Your Generosity in Action
If you are 70½ years old or older, you can take
advantage of a simple way to benefit Beacon Hill at
Eastgate and receive tax benefits in return. You can
give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified
charity such as ours without having to pay income
taxes on the money.
This law no longer has an expiration date so you are
free to make annual gifts to our organization this year
and in the future.
Why Consider This Gift?
• Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you to
see the difference your donation is making.

Concerts on the Green!

• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer
generates neither taxable income nor a tax
deduction, so you benefit even if you do not itemize
your deductions.
• If you have not yet taken your required minimum
distribution for the year, your IRA charitable rollover
gift can satisfy all or part of that requirement.
It is wise to consult with your tax professionals if you
are contemplating a charitable gift under the extended
law. Please feel free to contact Andi Allen from the
Beacon Hill Foundation. 616-608-8285

Did you know you can give a gift to the Beacon
Hill Foundation AND receive income for life? “I was
surprised that people did not realize the benefits of a
Charitable Gift Annuity!” was resident Gloria Haebich’s
comment. “Even people at my church were unfamiliar
with this way to give.” Dave and Gloria Haebich were
able to honor their home church and the Beacon Hill
Foundation while ensuring that they would receive an
annual income through an annuity payment.
Through a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA), you can give
a gift that keeps on giving – to your family and for the
Kingdom!

A Gift for TODAY! Receive an immediate tax deduction
for your gift of cash or securities. If funded with
appreciated assets, you’ll avoid immediate recognition
of capital gains.
Income for TOMORROW! You’ll receive ongoing
income from your CGA throughout the remainder of
your lifetime.
Impact for ETERNITY! When you go to be with the
Lord, the remainder of your contribution will go to fund
the important work of this ministry. The impact of your
giving will ripple throughout eternity!

To discuss whether a Charitable Gift Annuity is right for you, contact Andi Allen at 616-608-8285

5K THANK YOU

OATMEAL BREAKFAST COOKIES

On behalf of the Eastgate 5k Committee I would like to
extend a huge thank you to all those who supported
this event over the years through kind donations,
generous sponsorships, and participation in the event.
It was unfortunate that we had to cancel this year’s
race due to a scheduling conflict with the City of Grand
Rapids. With our race day falling on the first weekend
of Art Prize the city was unable to staff us with the
policer officers needed for our course. We are actively
planning a new event to make up for this cancellation!
Details to come.

• 3 mashed bananas (ripe)
• 1/4 cup apple sauce
• 2 cups uncooked
quick-cooking oats
• 1/4 cup skim milk
• 1/2 cup sweetened dried
cranberries (or any other

Again, I gratefully thank you
for your support!
Domi Aouad, Race Director

Ingredients:

dried fruit you want to add)

• 1/4 cup sliced almonds
(or any other chopped nut)

• 1 tsp vanilla
• 1 tsp cinnamon
• 1 Tbls honey

Preparation:

1. Preheat oven to 350
degrees.
2. Mix all ingredients in
a bowl. Let this mixture
stand for ten minutes to
let the oats soften.
3. Divide mixture into six
large mounds and place
the dough mounds onto
a greased cookie sheet,
2 inches apart from one
another.
4. Bake for 20 minutes and
let cool.
5. Refrigerate in an airtight
container up to a week.
Sous Chef Maggie Thiel

